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Course Description:

This is the fourth part of the 4-part Dissertation Research Seminar, which is taught over two years in four two-week intensives.  The overall purpose of the Dissertation Research Seminar is to allow students to understand research methodology and how to design a doctoral project proposal.

In this seminar, students will build upon their work in the first three Research Seminars to reflect about models for writing Doctor of Ministry theses, to integrate their proposed ministry project within a thesis framework, and to develop a draft dissertation project proposal.
Course Objectives:
1. Students will provide evidence that they are in contact with their primary advisors about their thesis project.

2. Students will identify core components for writing Doctor of Ministry theses and critically reflect upon them. 
3. Students will articulate the ways in which their proposed ministry project enables them to take a proactive leadership role in their ministry, enhances their ministry competence, and leads to improvement in their ministry context.

4. Students will designate the audience/s which their project and thesis are intended to impact.

5. Students will exhibit clarity with respect to their explicit thesis, its connection to a specific discipline and body of literature, and its grounding in each student’s theological orientation and position in ministry.
6. Students will propose an appropriate research methodology and tools which will maintain focus on the project, not on the research component.

7. Students will specify the expected learning outcomes of their thesis projects.
8. Students will develop a draft dissertation project proposal which can serve as a basis for dialog with their advisors and a foundation for successful completion of their projects.
Academic Integrity
Plagiarism is a form of dishonesty that occurs when a student passes off someone else's work as their own.  This can range from failing to cite an author for ideas incorporated into a student's paper, to cutting and pasting paragraphs from different websites, to handing in a paper downloaded from the Internet.  It also includes buying or submitting a paper written by a third party.  All are considered forms of “plagiarism” and a violation of the Seminary’s academic integrity policy. The instructor has the option of having the student repeat or fail the assignment. In cases of serious or repeated violations, the instructor has the option of having the student fail the course or reporting the student to the Vice President of Academic Affairs for disciplinary action. Possible disciplinary actions include probation, suspension or withdrawal. 

Netiquette
When posting online or by email, you need to follow the same ethical standards and laws as you would in face-to-face communications. Your language should be respectful of faculty members and fellow students. Do not post private or confidential information about anyone, and do not provide personal information that could put yourself at risk. The Seminaries LMS has robust security measures to protect communication between teacher and student. Yet please be aware that anything that you post in discussions and groups in which other students participate can be retrieved by others and copied.

 
Do not download and share course materials without permission of the instructor, as this may violate copyright. UTS reserves the right to delete postings on UTS maintained sites that are considered insensitive, harassing or illegal. Language that is illegal, obscene, defamatory, threatening, infringing of intellectual property rights, invasive of privacy, profane, libelous, threatening, harassing abusive, hateful or embarrassing to any person or entity, or otherwise, is a violation of the Student Code

Required Reading:

Hamilton, Barry W. “A Model for Writing the Doctor of Ministry Thesis” (digital article sent to registered students) 
Optional reading (available on request):
Hamilton, Barry. 
“Introduction to Action Research”



“Elements of a Quality Ministry Project”




“Writing the Good D.Min. Thesis”



“Constructing the Doctor of Ministry Thesis”


Evaluation:

1. Pre-Seminar Assignment

20%
2. Attendance and Participation

40%
3. Post-Seminar Assignment

40%
Pre-Seminar Assignment:

1. Read the Hamilton article (“A Model for Writing the Doctor of Ministry Thesis”). It is important that you review Hamilton’s article before coming to the seminar as it will be the basis for our discussion in the seminar. The article is packed with content, so you will need to set aside some time to digest it well. 

2. Prepare a “status of D.Min. Thesis” report (2-4 pages) in which you communicate where you stand in relation to your dissertation project. Please reflect on your topic, your progress so far including what you’ve gained from the three previous research seminars attended, where and how you see yourself proceeding, and your hopes/expectations for this seminar. Feel free to state issues or problems as well as progress. Connecting what you’ve done so far with the Hamilton model would be helpful, but is optional. 
3. Provide evidence that you are in communication with your primary D.Min. Advisor about your dissertation, i.e., that he/she is at least aware that they will be advising you on the project. It would be better if they are aware of your topic and your progress (i.e., if they read your “status of project” report). It is a requirement that you provide written confirmation that you are in contact with your advisor. This can be in the form of an e-mail exchange with your advisor that you forward to me. Or you can have you advisor to send me an e-mail directly that they are aware and prepared to work with you on your project.
4. The “status of D.Min. thesis” report and confirmation of advisor contact should be completed prior to the start of the seminar. Failure to do so will result in a deduction in your pre-seminar assignment grade.
Seminar Topics
Session 1
General Introduction to the seminar and seminar 

(2/3)
expectations; discussion of student situations (i.e., the status of project submissions) and the D,Min. thesis model to be covered; 
Session 2
Students describe the leadership opportunity which their 
(2/10)
dissertation project addresses; 
Session 3
Students provide an in-depth description of the ministry 
(2/17)
context within which they will undertake their dissertation project; 
Session 4
Students discuss their spiritual autobiography, i.e., the 
(2/24)
way God has led them into ministry work, the nature and direction of their vocation, how they became a leader, the way they carry out ministerial leadership and how that connects to their current leadership opportunity and project;
Session 5
Students discuss their research questions and how the 
(3/3)
questions influence their methodology, how they plan to collect data, and what outcomes or accomplishments they hope to achieve; 
Session 6
Students discuss their literature review, i.e., the project’s 
(3/10)
connection to a specific discipline and body of literature and search criteria (key words, etc.) as well as summarize the literature critically assessing the insights and limitations of current knowledge;

Session 7
Students discuss the Biblical and theological context of 
(3/17)
their Ministry project, how their project connects with their core convictions re: scripture, spirituality, and leadership;
Session 8
Students discuss the design of the study, i.e., the research 
(3/24)
model or plan of action which will guide their project; they review their goals, objectives, and expected results 
Session 9
Students discuss how they will present the results of the 
(3/31)
study and new knowledge gained as a result of their research questions;
Session 10
Students discuss preparing the draft dissertation project 
(4/21)
proposal.
Students are required to post how their ministry/project connects to the material covered each week on the course discussion page. They also may raise questions or comment on a classmate’s post. Content must be posted by Tuesdays, one day prior to the seminar session on Wednesdays.
Post-Intensive Assignment
Based upon your pre-intensive work and seminar discussions, submit a draft dissertation project proposal which will serve as a basis for dialog with your advisors and a foundation for successful completion of your project. The proposal must be 10 pages minimum plus an attached bibliography. The instructor will provide a guideline for the proposal based on content covered in the course. Proposals are due on May 19, one month after the last seminar session. The instructor will consider a one-week extension to May 26 on request if there is sufficient cause.
Submission of the post-seminar assignment is required to pass the course.

Course Rubric
	Course Outcomes
	Novice
	Progressing
	Mastery
	Exceptional
	Assessment Methods

	Identify core components of the Doctor of Ministry theses and critically reflect upon them
	Able to identify 25-50 percent of the major components of the Doctor of Ministry thesis 
	Able to identify 50-80 percent of the major components of a Doctor of Ministry thesis; some ability to reflect upon them 
	Able to identify all major components of the Doctor of Ministry theses; demonstrated ability to think critically about them and a good sense of their interrelatedness
	Able to identify all the major components of a Doctor of Ministry thesis; not only ability to reflect upon them and their inter-relatedness in critical ways but the ability to apply them creatively to their projects
	Status of D.Min. Thesis Report; Course participation notes; Draft Dissertation Proposal



	Articulate the ways in which they take a proactive leadership role in their ministry
	Able to articulate in general terms the ways they take a proactive leadership role in their ministry
	Able to articulate in at least two specific  ways in which they take a proactive leadership role in their ministry
	Able to articulate three or more specific ways they take a proactive leadership role in their ministry
	Able to articulate in three or more specific ways they take a proactive leadership role in their ministry, and ability to critically analyze their role
	Status of D.Min. Thesis Report; Course participation notes; Draft Dissertation Proposal



	Exhibit clarity with respect to their connection to a specific field of ministry and to their own theology of ministry and/or leadership.
	Exhibits awareness of their  connection to a specific field of ministry and to their own theology of ministry and/or leadership in general terms
	Exhibits awareness of their  connection to at least one specific field of ministry and able to articulate 1-2 components of their theology of ministry and/or leadership
	Exhibits awareness of  their  connection to one or more specific fields of ministry and an ability to articulate three or more components of their theology of ministry and/or leadership
	Exhibits awareness of their project’s connection to one or more specific field of ministry and to critically reflect on similarities-differences; ability

 to articulate and note applications of three or more components of their theology of ministry and/or leadership
	Status of D.Min. Thesis Report; Course participation notes; Draft Dissertation Proposal



	Propose appropriate research questions, methodology and tools which will guide their project
	Able to propose 1-2 appropriate research questions and at least one research tool which will guide their project
	Able to propose 3-4 appropriate research questions, a general methodological approach and at least two research tools to guide their project
	Able to propose 5 or more appropriate research questions, a specific  methodological approach, and 3 triangulated research tools to guide their project
	Able to propose 5 or more compelling research questions, a detailed methodological design, and at least 3 triangulated research tools all of which will advance the field
	Status of D.Min. Thesis Report; Course participation notes; Draft Dissertation Proposal
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