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SCR 5421: The Gospel of Matthew

HJ International Graduate School for Peace and Public Leadership
Spring 2025

Instructor: Dr. Andrew Wilson

Course Description
This course offers an in-depth exploration of The Gospel of Matthew. We will look at how it reveals and perhaps distorts the ministry and message of Jesus Christ. In The Gospel of Matthew, we have Jesus’ immortal peace teachings in the Sermon on the Mount, but we can also discern in the Evangelist’s portrayal of Jesus’ ministry the struggle of his own Jewish-Christian community in the face of persecution from the Jews of that time. 
This course will approach the gospel from several angles. First, we will employ an historical-critical approach to identify the context in which the Gospel of Matthew was written and identify also the older materials that the author used, some of them going back to Jesus himself. This will entail comparing The Gospel of Matthew with the other synoptic gospels. Next, we will also look at the texts theologically, understanding how the church has interpreted them and how they speak to us today. Third, we will look at Unification texts that speak to the account in Matthew, including material from Wolli Wonbon. 
The weekly assignments will include opportunities for students to do exegesis of selected passages.  
Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able to:
1. Describe in detail the content of The Gospel of Matthew;
2. Discuss the context of the Gospel of Matthew, including (1) its relationship to the other Gospels and teachings of Paul, (2) its historical context and the issues that it addresses for the early church, and (3) can distinguish Matthew’s material from older Jesus traditions
3. Discuss the teachings of The Gospel of Matthew as they relate to the Divine Principle and contemporary issues; 
4. Demonstrate facility in doing exegesis.
Prerequisite:


A foundational course in either Old Testament or New Testament
Required Texts:

· English Bible: NRSV, NIV, RSV or NKJV preferred

· Gospel Parallels. A good online version is https://www.bible-researcher.com/parallels.html. For printed versions I recommend Kurt Aland, Synopsis of the Four Gospels, English edition. New York: United Bible Society, 1982. (ISBN 978-0826705006; $19 used) or by Throckmorton (Gospel Parallels) or Dewey & Miller (The Complete Gospel Parallels).
· Donald Senior, Matthew. Abingdon New Testament Commentaries (1998) ISBN: 978-0-687-05766-5 $22.50 

Other acceptable commentaries include those by R.T. France (New International Commentary, 2007), Craig Keener (Eerdmans, 2009), and D.A. Carson (Zondervan, 2017). 

· Andrew Wilson, “The Gospel of Peace through a Clouded Glass: A Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew,” unfinished manuscript. Available on populi.
Course Requirements:

Readings:
· Read the assigned chapters and verses of the Gospel of Matthew 

· Read the assigned pages of Donald Senior’s and Andrew Wilson’s commentaries. 
Online:

· View the online lectures and online readings 

Class Participation: 

· Do the readings and online work before class, so that you can participate fully. Class attendance and participation will count towards your grade
Written Assignments:
· 7 short assignments (500-700 words)
· 5 exegesis papers (1500-2000 words)

The passage you choose for your exegesis should be a self-contained unit, and short (1-5 verses).

Exegesis papers should:

(1) Explain the context in which the passage was written, including the audience for which it was written and opponents (if any) that occasioned its writing; 

(2) Identify the sources, as much as we know, that Matthew used in writing the passage

(3) Discuss theological issues presented by the passage

(4) Highlight individual verses, and even words, that are key to understanding the passage

(5) Apply the passage to the ministry of your faith community

(6) Include footnotes that identify books and articles consulted; an excellent paper will consult at least three scholarly works.
Evaluation:
Exegesis papers (5)
60%

Short assignments (7)
28%

Attendance and class participation
12%
Grades for each assignment are recorded by letter, and are understood as follows: 

A 
Excellent 

B 
Good 

C 
Acceptable 

D 
Below expectations 

F 
Failure 

Failure to submit an assignment will result in an F for that assignment. 

Incomplete assignments are not awarded Fs until several weeks after assignments are due. Hence, students who fail to hand in assignments may not notice anything at first, until suddenly half-way through the course they see their overall grade drop. They should take it as a warning to quickly make up the incomplete work and hand in their late assignments, so as to remove those Fs before the course closes.  

In calculating the final grade for the course, letter grades for assignments are converted into the following numerical equivalents, and the total is then converted back to a letter grade: 

A 
97 
A- 
91.5 
B+
87 

B 
82 
B- 
77 
C+ 
72.5 

C 
67.5 
C- 
62.5 
D+ 
57.5 

D 
53 
D- 
50 
F 
0 

This scale severely penalizes Fs. Therefore, it is better to hand in a poorly done assignment than not to hand one in at all. 

Class Schedule:

Week 1 
Introduction 
Zoom: January 28
Readings:
Senior, pp. 21-28

Online:
The Gospel of Matthew: Overview | Whiteboard Bible Study https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=39BUvmddfjU
Dale Martin, the Gospel of Matthew https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ezG4in_i9z4&list=RDLV71fOqLomzIk&index=8
Two-Source theory and the “Synoptic Problem”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQDmsZq6pYA
Assignment: 
Skim through The Gospel of Matthew and identify its structure. Describe in 300-500 words how its structure presents or supports its major themes 

Discussion topics in class: 
· Gospel as a literary genre
· The writing of the Gospel: authorship, date, place, setting
· The church in Matthew’s day
· The structure of the Gospel of Matthew
· Themes in the Gospel of Matthew
Week 2
Matthew 1-2: Genealogy and birth narrative
Zoom: February 4
Readings:
Matthew, chapters 1-2
Senior, pp. 33-51
Wilson, pp. 14-32
Wolli Wonbon, pp. 193-200
Online:
Whiteboard Bible Study, “Matthew's Genealogy: 5 Subtle Clues Modern Readers Miss” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tA4uarAovIk 

Bart Ehrman, “On Jesus' birth, Matthew and Luke give different accounts”  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFnzy0RPDew&t=23s  

Brian Pitre, “The Genealogies of Matthew and Luke” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XtTD8cSwB0o   This is an interesting Roman Catholic perspective on an unsolved conundrum.
Reading Assignment: 

Read the Old Testament accounts of Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba, and be prepared to explain in class their significance for Matthew’s genealogy and for Rev. Moon.

Discussion topics in class: 
· Compare the genealogies in Matthew and Luke
· What theological concerns of Matthew are reflected in his genealogy of Jesus?
· Discuss Rev. Moon’s understanding of the women in Jesus’ genealogy, and the issues that it raises for his ministry. Contrast it with Matthew’s purpose in naming those women.

· Compare the birth narratives in Matthew and Luke. Why does Matthew focus on Joseph and Bethlehem? What other Joseph does this narrative remind you of? Why? 
· What are the main concerns of Matthew that are reflected in his birth narrative? 

Week 3
Matthew 3-4: Jesus and John the Baptist; the Temptations
Zoom: February 11

Read:
Matthew chapters 3-4
Matthew 11:1-19; 14:1-12; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 1:57-80; 3:1-20; John 1:19-34, 3:22-30.
Senior, pp. 51-66
Wilson, pp. 33-54
Wolli Wonbon, pp. 169-193
Online:
Bart D. Ehrman, “Was Jesus a Copycat? The Role of John the Baptist in the Ministry of Jesus” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=il9D90R4Myk
James Tabor, “How, When, and Why John the Baptizer Was Marginalized in Early Christianity” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpkFRaQVb4M 

Bart Ehrman, “The Temptation Narrative Missing from John” https://ehrmanblog.org/the-temptation-narrative-missing-from-john/ 

Assignment: 
Using a synopsis of Gospel parallels, compare the 4 accounts of John’s baptism. Identify the differences in each. Think about how the differences are tailored to the message of each Evangelist. (500-700 words)
Discussion topics in class: 
· Discuss evidence about John’s ministry in the Gospels. Do you think that the Gospel writers deliberately de-emphasized the role of John in order to glorify Jesus? If so, why? 
· John seems to have been an apocalyptic preacher. Was that also true of Jesus?

· Can you reconcile Dr. Tabor’s view of John the Baptist with the Divine Principle? 

· What is the typical Christian understanding of the three temptations in the wilderness? 

· Why does the temptation narrative in Matthew and Luke (Q source) portray both Jesus and Satan as quoting (OT) scripture? What does this tell us about the context of the early church?

Week 4
Matthew 5: The Sermon on the Mount, Part 1. 
the Beatitudes; the New Law



Zoom: February 18
Read:
Matthew 5:1-20; Luke 6:20-26 
Senior, pp. 67-76
Wilson, pp. 55-76
Online:
Yale Bible Study: The Gospel of Matthew, Sermon on the Mount https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FCZmrdGbNs 

Bart Ehrman, “Did Jesus Give the Sermon on the Mount?” https://ehrmanblog.org/did-jesus-give-the-sermon-on-the-mount/

Julius-Kei Kato, “How Do We Interpret the Beatitudes?” Bart Ehrman Blog. https://ehrmanblog.org/how-do-we-interpret-the-beatitudes-guest-post-by-julius-kei-kato/ 

Assignment: 
Using the Gospel Parallels, compare the Beatitudes (and woes) in Matthew and Luke. (500-700 words)
Discussion topics in class: 
· What are some Old Testament passages that Jesus draws on to produce the Beatitudes? How do they inform their meaning? 

· Read Dr. Kato’s piece, and then compare the Beatitudes in Matthew 5 and in Luke 6. Note the apocalyptic orientation of Luke, which is likely closer to Q. How does the concept that Jesus had an apocalyptic orientation influence how we might interpret the Beatitudes today? 

· What do you think Matt. 5:17-20 means in the context of the issues between the early Christians and the Jews? Between Jewish-Christians and the Pauline church? Who do you think Jesus was referring to Matt 5:19 as “the least in the kingdom of heaven”?

· What did Matthew mean when he has Jesus say in Matt 5:17, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them”? Does Jesus—as the new Moses—give a teaching that replaces the Mosaic Law so that it is no longer needed? Or does Jesus act the part of a rabbi who, in the six antitheses intensifies the law in order to, in rabbinic terms, “put a fence around the Torah”?

Week 5
Matthew chapter 5: The Sermon on the Mount, Part 2. 
Peace Teachings 




Zoom: February 25
Read:
Matthew 5:21-48; Luke 6:27-36
Senior, pp. 76-81
Wilson, 76-98
Online:
Dr. Wilson, Sermon on the Mount 1 https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/254520205/88c0c5cc49
Assignment: 
Choose a short passage from Matthew 5 and write an exegesis of the passage. Draw out the meaning of its verses to discuss what it means for us today. (1500-2000 words)
Discussion topics in class: 
· Discuss the Sermon on the Mount as Jesus’ “peace teaching.” How would it apply to the context of the time, when Judea was under Roman occupation and the Zealots were calling for a revolt? 
· Discuss Dr. Wilson’s commentary on Matthew 5 where he uses it to explain the Divine Principle’s concept of the foundation of substance.

· What is Jesus’ objection to oaths? Reflect back on your Unification experience of making pledges to True Father. 

· What do you think Jesus means by “be perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect”? Is it a realistic ethic? 

We will postpone discussion about divorce until Week 11. 

Week 6
Matthew 6-7: Sermon on the Mount, Part 3. 
The Lord’s Prayer; on wealth and charity

Zoom: March 4
Read:
Matthew chapters 6-7; Luke 6:37-49
Senior, pp. 82-94
Wilson, pp. 99-130
Online:
Wilson, Sermon on the Mount 2 https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/254542318/f0c240890a

Rachel Levine, “The Lord’s Prayer and the Amidah: A Comparative Analysis”  https://www.biblescholars.org/2013/05/the-lords-prayer-and-the-amidah.html 

“Prayer to Our Mother”
https://cosmicgenderbalance.org/prayer-to-our-mother/
Allen, “Commentary on Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21” https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ash-wednesday/commentary-on-matthew-61-6-16-21-15 

Maimonides’ 8 degrees of charity
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/eight-levels-of-charitable-giving
Assignment: 
Choose one of the short sayings from Matthew 6-7 and write an exegesis of the passage. Draw out from its verses its meaning for believers today. (1500-2000 words)
Discussion topics in class: 
· Compare The Lord’s Prayer in Matthew and the version in Luke 11:1-4
· The element of “pledge” in The Lord’s Prayer 
· Adding femininity: the Our Mother Prayer
· The ethics of charity in Judaism, Christianity, and the Unification Church

· Treasures in heaven (6:19-21) and Matthew’s critique of wealth. (6:24) See also Matt 19:16-24.
· The sound eye (6:22-23)
· God’s provision for daily life, or in the life of a missionary (6:25-34)

Week 7
Matthew 8-9; 14:13-36: Jesus Displays His Power 
Zoom: March 11
Read:
Matthew chapters 8-9; 14:13-36
Senior, pp. 94-111, 164-186
Wilson, pp. 131-174
Online:
Review the last section of Dale Martin’s lecture where he speaks about the narrative of walking on the sea (Matt. 14:22-33) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ezG4in_i9z4&list=RDLV71fOqLomzIk&index=8
Discussion topics in class: 
· Miracles as evidence of Jesus’ power. 
· Jesus’ authority to forgive sin, at the healing of the paralytic (9:2-8) 
· “Your faith has made you well”—the importance of faith. (9:22, 29)
· Feeding of the 5,000 (14:13-21) and the mission of the church;
· Training the disciples in faith: Jesus stills the storm (8:23-27) walks on water, while Peter sinks (14:22-33); 
· The Centurion’s servant (8:5-13) and the Canaanite woman (15:21-28)—and Matthew’s theme about Jesus’ mission to the Gentiles. 

Week 8
Matthew 10-12: Missionary Discourse; Opposition and Controversy
Zoom: March 18

Read:
Matthew 9:36-12:50; 15:21-39
Senior, pp. 112-146
Wilson, pp. 149-198

Assignment:
Write an exegesis on one of the healing stories in Matthew ch. 8-9 or controversy stories in Matthew ch. 11-12, 14-15. In addition to discussing the meaning in its original context, be sure to give some thought about how it applies to our life today. (1500-2000 words)

Discussion topics in class: 

· Identify the two levels of the missionary discourse, the verses that belong to the Jewish-Christians of Matthew’s day, and those which might have been said by Jesus to his disciples. Compare parallels in Mark 6:7-11 and in Luke 9:1-6. In the second part, is the resurrected Jesus speaking to the later situation of the Jewish-Christians? Or are these latter verses laced with Matthew's own polemic?
· Matthew 11: John’s unbelief as a turning-point in Matthew’s narrative, the beginning of “suffering violence.” 
· Berating Chorazin and Bethsaida: was this Jesus' own reaction to the failure of the first missionary journey? Or is this overlaid with the view of Matthew?
· In responding to the accusations of the Pharisees (12:22-32), Jesus gives several different sayings. Distinguish the different attitudes in these responses, which culminated in his saying that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit was unforgiveable. How can this be a lesson to us in dealing with accusations against True Parents? 
· Jesus’ call to the burdened (11:28-30). Why is his burden light? See Matt. 23:4-5.
· Controversies over work on the Sabbath, healing on the Sabbath, also hand-washing and dietary laws (15:1-20). Compare parallels in Mark 7:14-23. How does Jesus’ apparent rejection of certain Jewish laws square with Matt. 5:17-19? 
· Distinguish between the piety of the Jewish-Christians and the view of Paul. What was Jesus’ own attitude towards the Law? On Paul’s view of Peter’s hypocrisy in this matter, see Gal. 2:11-14.
Week 9
Matthew 13: Parables of the Kingdom
   Zoom: March 25
Read:
Matthew chapter 13; 14:1-12
Senior, pp. 146-163

Online:
Dr. Wilson, The Parables of Jesus https://vimeo.com/254591618/892c0593f0
Assignment:
Choose one parable in Matthew and do an exegesis of it. You may wish to consult parallel passages in either Mark or Luke, or even the Gospel of Thomas, but if you do, it should be to draw out Matthew’s distinctive meaning. Also, draw out from its verses what the parable means to you. (1500-2000 words) 
Discussion topics in class: 

· Discuss the purpose of parables: 

· Old Testament parables (Judg. 9:7-15 and 2 Sam. 12:1-13)
· Parables in Mark
· Parables in Matthew

· Discuss the parable of the Weeds among the Wheat (13:24-30, 36-43) and what it indicates about Matthew's apocalyptic outlook. Was the evangelist trying to de-emphasize older apocalyptic thinking (i.e., in Q)? How does this apply to the Unification community?
· Parables the leaven (13:31-33) and its meaning for believers. See 16:5-12.
· Parables of the hidden treasure and pearl of great price (13:44-46)
· The saying about the scribe trained for the kingdom (13:52): what it implies about how the Jewish-Christians of Matthew’s community saw themselves, standing astride Judaism and the new faith of Jesus. Contrast it with the black-and-white thinking of the Gospel of John. Also, what it says to us today about the value of old truth and new truth.
Week 10
Matthew 15:29-17:27: Recognition of Jesus’ Identity 
Zoom: April 1 
Read:
Matthew 15:29-17:27
Senior, pp. 183-204
Wilson, pp. 207-233

Discussion topics in class: 

· Study how the series of pericopes in these chapters discloses progressively about Jesus’ identity as the Christ. 
· The role of Peter despite his lack of faith (Matt. 16:22-24, 26:69-75). Is Peter the sole possessor of the “keys”? Compare Matt. 18:18. Peter was likely the original head of the Jewish-Christian churches. Why do you think Matthew was giving Peter primacy? Compare Acts 15:7 and Galatians 2:7-9.
· When did Jesus know he was on a path that would lead to his death? Matthew has Jesus give 3 predictions of his death and resurrection. But after he was dead and buried, his resurrection came as a complete surprise—no one made reference to his past predictions. For this and other reasons, scholars dispute their authenticity. 

· How does the Transfiguration function for Matthew’s Gospel? How does it function for Rev. Moon’s narrative?

· The temple tax (17:24-27). Compare this passage with Matt. 22:15-22.
Spring Break

Week 11
Matthew 18-20: Community order and leadership 
    Zoom: April 22
Read:
Matthew chapters 18-20
Senior, pp. 204-228
Wilson, pp. 234-262
Online:
Chad Bird, “Divorce and Marriage in the Teachings of Jesus” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-_1b0pFbUs
Assignment:
Choose one passage on community order or leadership from these chapters of Matthew and give an exegesis of the passage, focusing on what it means for your faith community today. (1500-2000 words)

Discussion topics in class: 

· A particular concern of Matthew is nurturing those of weak faith and curbing members who would be arrogant and domineering. Discuss with reference to particular passages. 

· Discuss Matthew’s instructions on church discipline and reproof. When is it acceptable to disfellowship an errant church member? How might you go about things differently?

· Discuss Matthew’s teachings on marriage and divorce. Compare Mark 10:1-12, which does not have the exception for “unchastity” (Matt. 19:9). Why does Matthew include this exception? How does Jesus’ teaching relate to the theology of the Blessing? 

· Discuss the parable of the laborers in the vineyard (review the discussion of this parable in my online lecture on the Parables at 30-35 minutes into the lecture.)
Week 12 
Matthew 21-23: Jesus at the Temple

Zoom: April 29
Read:
Matthew chapters 21-23
Senior, pp. 229-265
Wilson, pp. 263-303
Wolli Wonbon, pp. 222-229

Online:
Wilson, “Jesus and the Jews” https://vimeo.com/254767050/a2b8c7149e
Assignment: 
Discuss the Parable of the Wedding Feast. In particular, discuss the meaning of these 3 details: 1. The king holding a wedding for his son; 2. The king's angry reaction to being spurned; 3. The guest without a wedding garment. (500-700 words)

Discussion topics in class: 

· Discuss the triumphal entry (21:1-11), driving out the money-changers (21:12-13) and healing in the temple (21:14-17) as Jesus demonstrating his kingship. Do you think that he deliberately did these acts in order to draw the attention of the authorities so that he would be arrested and crucified? Or did he have other, higher purposes?

· When people question Jesus’ authority, he draws on John the Baptist’s reputation for support. (21:23-32) See also Matt. 17:10-13, where John is linked to Jesus’ way of the cross. How does Matthew drawing on John’s demise in his narrative about Jesus further his purpose to support the Jewish-Christian church? 
· Discuss how the Parable of the Vineyard (21:34-46) advocates supercessionism. Does your church advocate supercessionism?
· Explain the logic of Jesus’ argument for the resurrection of the dead in Matt. 22:29-33. Note: it is similar to several rabbinic arguments found in the Talmud. 
· Discuss the meaning of the Seven Woes in Matthew 23, first as they would have been understood by Matthew’s Jewish-Christian church, and second, as they fomented anti-Semitic hate in Christian history. What is the context in which the Evangelist wrote the Seven Woes? How do you understand the bitterness in these passages in contrast to, or despite, Jesus’ ethic of loving your enemy in the Sermon on the Mount? 

· How did Sun Myung Moon in Wolli Wonbon understand the Seven Woes--as a passage that pertained to his mission? 
Week 13
Matthew 24-25: Preparing for Christ’s Return
Zoom: May 6
Read:
Matthew chapters 24-25
Senior, pp. 265-286
Wilson, pp. 304-322
Online:
Wilson, “Visions of the End Times” (especially the first half of the video up to 23 minutes) https://vimeo.com/255582126/9395005ed2
Assignment due May 13:

Identify three instances in Matt. 24 where Matthew has modified the text of Mark 13 to fit with the circumstances of his community, and explain the reasons for these changes. (500-700 words)

Discussion topics in class: 

· Discuss the ways in which Matthew 24, like its precursor Mark 13, Mark’s “little apocalypse,” fits with genre of Old Testament apocalyptic. What are some of the typical characteristics of apocalyptic eschatology in this chapter?
· The delay of the Christ’s return was a growing problem for the Jewish-Christian church of Matthew. How did Matthew address this problem? Yet it proved insufficient to maintain the Jewish-Christian church, which did not survive more than a century. Matthew’s Christology portrayed Jesus as the Founder of God’s Kingdom, but God’s Kingdom didn’t arrive. This is where Paul’s innovation was so crucial: his Christology of Jesus as the personal Redeemer who brings atonement by the blood of the cross (Romans 3:22-25) is a timeless teaching that could not be defeated by history. 
· The Parable of the Talents and the Great Throne Judgment provided instructions to the post-resurrection church during the 2,000 years prior to Christ’s return. However, now that we are living in the Cheon Il Guk Era when God wants to relate to us as our Heavenly Parent, one can argue that these teachings should be superseded. 

Week 14
Matthew chapter 26–27: The Passion Narrative
Zoom: May 13
Read:
Matthew chapter 26 and 27:1-56
Senior, pp. 287-336
Wilson, pp. 323-362
Senior, “The Gospel of Matthew and the Passion of Jesus: Theological and Pastoral Perspectives,” https://wordandworld.luthersem.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdfs/18-4_Matthew/The%20Gospel%20of%20Matthew%20and%20the%20Passion%20of%20Jesus;%20Theological%20and%20Pastoral%20Perspectives.pdf
Assignment due May 20
Outline the structure of Matthew 26-27. On the left side of the page, list all the activities of those who oppose or separate themselves from Jesus, with their verses. On the right side of the page, list all the activities of Jesus that affirm his identity as the Messiah and Son of God, with their verses. Note the literary structure of the Evangelist in telling the story of Jesus’ passion.

Discussion topics in class: 

· The role of the women in the passion narrative (including Pilate’s wife). 

· The heightened animosity towards Jews in Matthew’s account (as compared with Mark), and reasons for it. The legacy of anti-Semitism that it caused.

· Judas’ betrayal: review each step, from his plotting with the authorities to his suicide.  
· The Last Supper—pay attention to the Eucharistic formula and what it means for Matthew’s Christology. Meaning of the phrase “the blood of the covenant”: compare Exodus 24:8.
· The significance of Jesus’ death occurring at the Jewish Passover. 
· Jesus’ non-violence in the face of the violence against him

· Jesus’ last words on the cross: despair or devotion? (see Psalm 22)
· The theme of Gentile recognition of Jesus as the Son of God versus Jewish rejection

· The rising of the dead from their tombs and Matthew’s apocalyptic perspective
Week 15
Matthew 28: Resurrection and the Great Commission; Matthew’s Christology






Zoom: May 20

Read:
Matthew chapter 27:57-28:20
Senior, pp. 336-349
Wolli Wonbon, pp. 230-233

Online:
Robert Price, “The Marginality of the Cross” https://www.jus.hji.edu/2012/12/11/the-marginality-of-the-cross/
Discussion topics in class: 

· Jewish counter-narrative that Jesus’ body was stolen

· Matthew’s conclusion: the Great Commission

· The trinitarian formula

· Wolli Wonbon views the value of the cross as Jesus offering his life as indemnity to clear away sin and Satan’s accusation; it is consistent with the Eucharistic Formula of Matt. 26:28 and Paul’s atonement Christology in Rom. 3:23-25. Discuss and draw connections to Rev. Moon’s mission. 

· But the Eucharistic Formula may be an older Christian tradition that was already in wide use in Matthew’s day (remember, Paul wrote about 35 years before Matthew) and may not have been Matthew’s own focus. What is Matthew’s Christology? In answering that question, you may draw on the content of the entire Gospel, especially The Great Commission. This is the topic of the final assignment. 
Assignment, due May 27: 
Explain Matthew’s Christology: What is the essence of Jesus to Matthew, in the light of how he is portrayed throughout the gospel, concluding with The Great Commission? Can you come up with at least three descriptors? For each of them, cite a key verse. (500-700 words)
This is the conclusion of the course.
Academic Policies

Plagiarism and Academic Integrity Policy

Each student's work is expected to be a product of his or her own effort. Plagiarism is a form of dishonesty that occurs when a student passes off someone else's work as their own.  Plagiarism in its most severe form occurs when a student purchases a paper from a third party or submits an entire body of work written by a third party, as the student’s own. These most serious cases can be reported to the Office of the Provost for disciplinary action. Possible actions include probation, suspension or dismissal/separation from HJI.

Cutting and pasting material from various websites without citing the source of said material also constitutes plagiarism, as is a failure to cite sources in a paper, conveying the impression, intentionally or not, that another writer’s work is the student’s own. In these cases of plagiarism, the instructor may give the student an “F” for the offending assignment, require that the student repeat the assignment, or if the plagiarism continues, give the student an “F” for the course.  A pattern of such behavior may be reported to the Office of the Provost. It can lead to serious consequences as listed above.

Use of generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools like ChatGPT in assignments is permitted only with prior permission of the instructor. If the instructor permits students to use AI for research, students should know that it may give false results and its facts need to be checked and verified. Any passages generated by AI must be given proper citation, just as for citing other authors’ works. In addition, students must append a paragraph at the end of their work explaining how and why they used ChatGPT, which includes what prompts were used and what measures were taken to verify its accuracy. 

Students may not use AI to produce the content for an assignment. If an AI tool is used without obtaining prior permission and/or without providing the required citation or explanation, it will be treated as plagiarism. 

Faculty reserve the right to use plagiarism detection software, such as Turnitin, to find instances of AI-generated writing, as well as plagiarism from other sources, in student assignments.

Netiquette Policy

When posting online, you need to follow the same ethical standards and laws as you would in face-to-face communications. Your language should be respectful of faculty members and fellow students. Do not post private or confidential information about anyone, and do not provide personal information that could put yourself at risk. The Seminary’s LMS has robust security measures to protect communication between teacher and student. Yet please be aware that anything that you post in discussions and groups in which other students participate can be retrieved by others and copied.

Do not download and share course materials without permission of the instructor, as this may violate copyright. UTS reserves the right to delete postings on UTS maintained sites that are considered insensitive, harassing or illegal. Language that is illegal, obscene, defamatory, threatening, infringing of intellectual property rights, invasive of privacy, profane, libelous, threatening, harassing abusive, hateful or embarrassing to any person or entity, or otherwise, is a violation of the Student Code.

Assessment of Student Learning

Map of Course Assignments to Learning Outcomes

	Assignment:

Outcome:
	Short assignments 
	Exegesis papers

	1. Content of the gospel
	(
	(

	2. Context of Matthew
	(
	(

	3. Relating Matthew to Divine Principle and contemporary issues
	(
	(

	4. Facility in exegesis
	
	(


Learning Outcomes Rubric
	Course Learning Outcome
	Novice
	Approaching
	Proficient
	Advanced

	Describe in detail the content of the Gospel of Matthew
	Identifies a few key events or teachings from the Gospel of Matthew
	Describes several key events and/ or explains several teachings 
	Demonstrates a clear understanding of most events and teachings, citing specific passages in support
	Demonstrates a nuanced understanding; integrates quotes, specific passages, and scholarly perspectives to support descriptions

	Discuss the context of Matthew, including (1) its relationship to the other Gospels and teachings of Paul, (2) its historical context and the issues that it addresses for the early church, and (3) can distinguish Matthew’s material from older Jesus traditions
	Provides minimal detail about the historical context and issues to be addressed
	Provides an overview of the historical context and issues addressed, though may lack depth; begins to distinguish Matthew's material from older Jesus traditions but may include inaccuracies or lack clarity 
	Provides detailed context of the historical setting and issues addressed by Matthew; distinguishes Matthew's material from older Jesus traditions with relevant evidence from other sources
	Provides comprehensive and nuanced analysis of the historical context and issues addressed for the early church, with attention to Matthew’s sources from a scholarly perspective

	Discuss the teachings of Matthew as they relate to the Divine Principle and contemporary issues;
	Provides minimal or no connections to the Divine Principle or contemporary issues
	Discusses connections to the Divine Principle and/or contemporary issues such as peacemaking or anti-Semitism, but analysis is superficial or partially inaccurate
	Well thought-out discussion of Matthew's teachings as they relate to the Divine Principle and also to contemporary issues such as peacemaking or anti-Semitism
	Comprehensive and insightful discussion of Matthew’s teachings as they relate to the Divine Principle and contemporary issues, with scholarly support

	Demonstrate facility in doing exegesis 
	Limited engagement with the passage's meaning and minimal context and background specific to the passage
	Some use of exegetical methods to provide background and context; discusses the passage’s meaning but lacks depth
	Demonstrates exegetical methods and techniques that deal with context, individual verses; and draws out meaning for the present day
	Demonstrates mastery of exegetical methods and techniques, incorporating scholarly perspectives and interpretations; draws out the contemporary relevance with exceptional insight


